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which enabled him to effect tfce toionofthe new
political spirit with tfie tradition and sentiment of
the historic past and of both with the ineradicable
religious temperament of the people of which these
festivals were the symbol. The Congress movement
was for a long time purely occidental in its mind,
character and methods, confined to the EngHsh-
educated few, founded on the political rights and
interests of the people read in the light of English
history and European ideals, but with no roots either
in the past of the country or in the inner spirit of
the nation. Mr. Tilak was the first political leader
to break through the routine of its somewhat academ-
ical methods, to bridge the gulf between the present
and the past and to restore continuity to the political
life of the nation. He developed a language and a
spirit and he used methods which indianised the
movement and brought into it the masses. To his
work of this period we owe that really living, strong
and spontaneously organized movement in Maha-
rashtra which has shown its energy and sincerity in
more than one crisis and struggle. This divination
of the mind and spirit of his people and its needs
and this power to seize on the right way to call it
forth prove strikingly the political genius of Mr, Tilak;
they made him the one man predestined to lead than
in this trying and difficult period when all has to be
discovered and all has to be reconstructed. What was